A CLASSROOM TEACHER'S TESTIMONIAL
Barry Striegel's Mini-Society is a very innovative way for children to take classroom concepts and apply them to everyday life.  Not only do the students have to use their critical thinking and problem-solving skills, they have fun doing it because it is "theirs".  They have to come up with their town, type of government, currency, taxes, and make all of the decisions democratically that go along with all of these ideas.  Their cooperation in making community decisions aides them in understanding how our local and national government works.  

Once they have determined their town and government, then they had to decide what type of business they will start along with all the other decisions that go along with that; cost, prices, taxes, partners, rent, and location.  This entrepreneurship involves how resilient they are, their business-sense, knowledge of their community, and if they have a knack for the business world. 

During the time that they are making their decisions, Barry and the teachers serve as facilitators.  We let them lead, decide, and come up with solutions to their problems.  At the end, we ask for feedback and what they have learned during this experience.  That gives them time to reflect on what they've done and what they want to do.  Barry also ties all of their lessons into subject areas, especially math and social studies. 

Our students LOVED their time in mini-society so much last year that they asked if they could continue it again this year.  This, in itself, showed how effective and important it is for the kids.  In this setting, the students took ownership of their work, learned practical application of key math and social studies concepts, and had to work with others during this process.  This has been a valuable, real-life learning experience.  

Sincerely,

Mrs. Brereton

Hatton Elementary School

