This is My Town

Spring Valley.  Newton.  Delton.  Birchway.  Blanca Blocks.  Elkridge.  You may not have noted the addition of these communities to your ND map in 2008, but if you were to mention their names to any of the young entrepreneurs who founded them, each would say, "That was my town".  That's where they opened The Sweet Shop, Mini-Putt Madness, Birchway News, The Slug Store, the First Bank of Ibarra and the Elkridge Bookstore.  That's where they chose their own leaders and debated community improvement ideas in town council meetings.  That's where they were in charge.

Who are these young business owners, citizens and civic leaders?  They are North Dakota kids between the ages of 9 to 13, growing up in Grand Forks, Hatton, Belcourt, New Town and Dickinson.  They participated in an entrepreneurship education program called, Mini-Society(, directed by the North Dakota Youth Entrepreneurship Education Project and sponsored by UND's Center For Innovation and NDSU's Center For Community Vitality.  The Dakota Foundation along with business and civic leaders in each participating community funded this growing effort to expand opportunities for all North Dakota youth to learn the success-oriented skills of opportunity recognition, intelligent risk-taking, resilience, creativity and collaboration.  

These youngsters came together in classrooms or in summer camps to experience the excitement, responsibilities and rewards of ownership - the economic independence of owning a business and the psychological boost of being in control of one's own life.  They felt the thrill of bringing a new enterprise to life and then the work of satisfying customers, keeping the books and growing the business.  They accepted the challenge of running a town like they would do it if they were in charge and then understood how much personal effort is required before experiencing the gratification of hearing fellow citizens agree with their ideas at a town council meeting.  Their businesses and towns were real, but existed for only a short time.  However, what they learned about entrepreneurship and leadership will never fade away.

In 2009, more North Dakota communities will say,"yes!", to early entrepreneurship education.  New Mini-Society( summer camps are planned for Parshall, Williston and Ft. Yates.  Because the business creation and community development experiences are active, personal, relevant and real, the local organizers of each camp are helping to foster more confident, self-sufficient, productive and collaborative employers, employees and citizens for the 21st Century.

